


The Direction of Intention 

 

 My God, give me the grace 

 to perform this action with you 

 and through love for you. 

In advance, I offer to you  

all the good that I will do  

and accept all the difficulty I may meet therein. 

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel, Pray for us. 

St. Francis de Sales, Pray for us 



ÅSeptember 14 - Calling the Council 

ÅSeptember 21 ς John XXIII 

ï Sacrosanctum Concilium  - December 1963 
ÅThe Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy 

ïLumen Gentium  - November 1964 
ÅThe Dogmatic Constitution on the Church 

ÅSeptember 28 ς Paul VI 

ïGAUDIUM ET SPES ς December 1965 
ÅThe Church in the Modern World 

ïDei Verbum ς December 1965 
ÅThe Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation 

ÅOctober 5 ς Achieving the Goals of the Council 
 



üGathering of bishops of the 
whole Christian Church  

üThe word derives from the Greek 

üϦǘƘŜ ƛƴƘŀōƛǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƭŘέ 

üConvened to discuss and settle 
matters of Church doctrine 
(Dogma) and practice 
(Discipline).  



Councils which primarily defined Doctrine 
(1) 1 Nicaea, 325                 (2) 1 Constantinople, 381 
(3) Ephesus, 431                  (4) Chalcedon, 451 
(5) 2 Constantinople, 553   (6) 3 Constantinople, 680 
(7) 2 Nicaea, 787                  
 

Councils which primarily dealt with Discipline 
(8) 4 Constantinople, 869   (9) 1 Lateran, 1123  
(10) 2 Lateran, 1139   (11) 3 Lateran, 1179         
(12) 4 Lateran, 1215   (13) 1 Lyons, 1245  
(14) 2 Lyons, 1274   (15) Vienne, 1311  
(16) Constance, 1414   (17) Basel 1431, 1438  
(18) 5 Lateran, 1512    (19) Trent, 1545;                      
 (20) 1 Vatican, 1869    (21) 2 Vatican, 1962  



 

 

 What was the Roman 
Catholic Church  

  like in 1958? 



×The Council did not take place within a vacuum 

×The Catholic Church in 1958 
×Very Good Health 
×Rapid Growth 

×Church attendance high 

×Abundance of vocations 

×Parish System 

×Education System 

×Spiritually Healthy ς widespread popular devotions 

×Great Missionary Movement ς Africa and Asia 
×Moving beyond  European roots 

×So why was their a NEED for a Council? 



×Conclave of 1958 

×Interim ς Pope 

×25 January 1959 

×3 months after election!!! 

×Aggiornamento 

× άōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜέ 

×A New Pentecost   

×Let in the fresh air 



×The Council of Trent 1545 
×Not a Dogmatic Council 
×Counter Reformation 
×Standardized the Catholic Church  
×(Reaction) 

×Vatican I ς 1869 
×Defined Papal Infallibility 

(Reaction) 

×Reform Movements  
×Late 19th and early 20th centuries 
×Liturgy 
×Social Justice and Scripture 



×Liturgical Reforms prior to Vatican II 

ïThe Psalter ς The Liturgy of the Hours 

Å1911 ς Pius X revised the Psalter 

ÅThe Sunday Liturgy regained precedence 
over the celebration of Feast Days of 
Saints 

ïHoly Week and Easter Vigil 

Å1955, Pope Pius XII made substantial 
changes to the liturgies for Palm Sunday, 
the Easter Triduum and the             

   Vigil of Pentecost.  



×Liturgical Reforms prior to Vatican II 

ïHoly Week and Easter Vigil 

ÅHoly Thursday 

ïEvening 

ïFoot Washing 

ÅGood Friday 

ïEvening 

ïReception of Holy Communion 

ÅEaster Vigil 

ïEvening 

ïHoly Fire 

ïRenewal of Baptismal Promises in Vernacular 

ïBaptism, Confirmation, Eucharist - RCIA 

 

 



×Liturgical Reforms prior to Vatican II 

×1962 Pope John XXIII 

×added some new feasts and made some other changes 
to the liturgical calendar, as well as amending some of 
the rubrics.  

×In his 1962 edition of the Missal, he also deleted the 
word "perfidis" (Latin: "faithless") from the Good Friday 
prayer for the Jews 

×Added the name of St. Joseph to the Canon of the Mass. 

 



×Returned Sunday Liturgy to 
place of Prominence 
×Reached back to ancient 

Tradition ς prior to Trent 
×Prominence of Baptism at 

Easter Vigil 
×The use of the Vernacular for 

some parts of the Liturgy 
×Movement to go back to 

what the Liturgy was prior to 
Middle Ages 
×A memorial meal 

 



×Catholic Social Teaching 
×1891, Pope Leo XIII issued his seminal 

encyclical Rerum Novarum, subtitled 
"On Capital and Labor". 
×Church's response to the social instability 

and labor conflict that had arisen in the 
wake of industrialization 

×Church must speak out on social issues 

×condemnation of unrestricted capitalism.  

×recognized that the poor have a special 
status in consideration of social issues: the 
modern Catholic principle of the 
ϦǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊέ 


